
 
THE UNIVERSITY OF STIRLING STUDENTS UNION 
05/11/2019 
Sports Union Executive Committee  
Minutes  
 
There will be a meeting of the Sports Union Executive Committee on the 5th November 2019 in the Cottrell 
2A54 at 13:00. In order to ensure the meeting is kept to time please ensure all attached papers are read in 
advance. Apologies should be emailed to alban.dickson@stir.ac.uk. 
 
1 IN ATTENDANCE 
 
1.1 Members Present 
  

Gill Thayne  GT  Sports Union President 
Rowan Johnston RJ  Sports Union Communications Officer  
Natasha Love  NL  Club President Representative 
Tash Miller  TM  Club President Representative 
Hope Murray  HM  Health & Wellbeing Officer  
Laura van Ransbeke LR  Student Representative 
Craig Stephen  CS  Participation and Engagement Officer 
James Thomson JT  Student Representative 
Conor Watt  CW  Club President Representative 
 

1.2 In Attendance 
  
1.3 Observers 
 
             Alban Dickson  AD  Sport Development Coordinator  
 
1.4 Apologies 

  
1.5 Absent without Apologies  
 
 
2 MATTERS ARISING 
             
3 ADOPTION OF MINUTES 
 
4 CHALLENGES TO ORDER PAPER 
 
5 RESIGNATIONS AND ELECTIONS 
 

GT New Union President begun this week. 
 
6 DATES TO NOTE 
  

6.1 Healthy Body Healthy Mind Steering Group 
 

GT Starting at 11am, all welcome if you are interested in the award given across institutions. 
Last year received four stars but criteria changing this year. 
 

6.2 Santa Dash 
 

GT 13th December 
 

6.3 Challenge Yourself 
 

GT Currently ongoing, update to follow. 
 

7 REPORTS 
 
 7.1 Sports President 
 



GT Last week was heavy on interviews. Also held a strategic working group meeting, including 
with University principle. Last Monday held a meeting with the University of South Alabama 
remotely, involved members of this group and other club presidents. Looking to 3rd April for 
Sports Ball, preparation has begun. Clean Air Survey is live throughout November. 
Planning meeting for Being Well Doing Well, last run two years ago. Focuses on students 
and their wellbeing, in particular mental wellbeing. Responses collected across 14 
institutions across the country in order to benchmark. Both surveys will be going live soon. 

 
 7.2 Health Promotions Officer 

 
HM No update to present. 

 
 7.3 Sports Union Communications Officer 

 
RJ Continuing with posters. For Sports Ball could look to do a semester-end round-up using 

videos and posts to highlight achievements. 
 
 7.4 Participation & Engagement Officer 
 

CS Social Club is going by, some good work on social media and engagement has increased. 
Surveys have been worked on with TM, will forward on to the Union and seek buy-in and 
support. This survey will target active and inactive students to understand why. 

 
CW Leaves 

 
8 DISCUSSION & DECISION TOPICS 
 

8.1 Sports Union Development Fund Applications 
 

8.1.1 Boxing - £350 
 
GT £760 remaining in the Development Fund, one other application remaining today. 
JT Already completed the course, but this would be very helpful for the club. 
CS Worth investing in. 
GT Why is the Boxing Scotland affiliation included? 
JT Required to compete in BUCS and ensures the club are listed on the website. 

Affiliation also provides access to Development Officers and assistance with 
events. Very important to enable the club to compete, after poor performance last 
year. Bad transition with the previous president meant there was a lack of 
guidance, and so I am completely new to running a club. Lot of outgoings this year 
due to covering coaching costs. Graduation in 2021 means club receive two years 
of coaching input. 

NL Affiliation is very important for all clubs, very worthwhile. 
CS What do you require to be a coach off the club? Is affiliation required? 
JT I won’t be charging. Most local coaches are Level 2, but costs around £400 per 

month. Affiliation is important, but not connected to coaching qualification. In 
future, offers a price reduction for coaching courses. 

GT Club currently have approximately £1900 in their account. Open to suggestions. 
CS My thoughts are to cover the course. 
RJ How many teams need to affiliate, our club covers that ourselves. Cover £250 
 

Award of £250. Passed 6 in favour, 2 abstentions. 
 

8.1.2 Muay Thai - £350 
 
GT Looking for a contribution towards paid coach. 
NL Could they apply to Stirling Fund or Vice Chancellor’s Fund for support? 
GT Those awards are slightly different, depends on demonstrable impact. 
NL Is this to coach the club or to run the self-defence class? 
CS It appears to be for both. 
LR Have asked for a contribution from Netball in order to run a self-defence class. Our 

Welfare Officer spoke to the club. 
GT I can imagine them charging if tailored for specific clubs. Others should be open 

sign-up and free for all. 



CS Inclined to give them money as they have made the effort to apply and it is relevant 
to the fund. How many sessions funded would likely be self-defence classes. 

GT I would also like a breakdown, so to be clear about the self-defence classes. 
 

Decision to request more information from the club. 
 

8.2 Sports Union Equipment Fund Applications 
 

8.2.1 Mountaineering - £200 
 
GT Applying for £200 towards safety equipment. Club currently have £3400 in their 

account. Membership money goes into hiring transport, fuel and accommodation 
for expeditions, as there aren’t facilities on campus. 

NL It would be easier to know specifically what they want to buy. 
GT Not very specific. Expect it is more suited to the climbing expeditions. 
CS Inclined to through a ballpark figure of £100. 

 
Voted on award of £100. Passed 7 in favour, 1 abstentions 

 

8.2.2 Muay Thai - £550 
 
CS I would be inclined to give full remaining amount to the club. 
TM The remaining amount won’t contribute greatly to other applicants. 
GT Ten clubs have received funding this year. 

 
Voted on award of £185. Passed 7 in favour, 1 abstentions 

 
8.3 Sports Union Non-BUCS Fund Applications 

 
8.3.1 Muay Thai - £400 

 
GT Seeking to receive support for Interclub event. 
NL Looks fun, but events like this can be very pricey. 
CS First time they are doing this, one-off cost and we don’t have to regularly support 

the club. 
TM Are they planning to earn money from this? Potentially could generate income. 
GT They will be doing ticket sales, but it would be good to help get them started. I do 

agree but after this is should be able to happen every year using the reserves. 
CS That is why I believe it is good to support them. 
HM Should we contribute £300 as a start-up? 
GT Consider previous applications to weigh up requirements associated with this 

investment. 
NL Clubs reserves have been stored up for running this event. Something would be 

good to show support. 
JT Clubs have considered collaboration but unsure how the two align, something that 

could be looked into. 
TM Could cover the cost of the paramedics, £200. 

 
Voted on award of £200. Passed 7 in favour, 1 abstentions 

 
8.4 Challenge Yourself 

 
GT Has been launched, plenty of individuals going for it this year so far. Good to see 

clubs getting involved. 
NL Almost competing with Movember campaign. If you said that someone was doing 

both, would one be the focus. 
GT Important to support Movember, ideal for clubs to hit both where possible. 

Societies are also engaged, such as Anime, but we don’t want that to be at the 
downfall of Sport teams. 

 
8.5 Being Well Doing Well Survey 

 
GT Already covered. 

 



9 ANY OTHER COMPETANT BUSINESS 
  

GT Meeting with Information Services earlier today. Discussions around development of an 
app, as an easy interface for students to use; links with Canvas app. 

NL Similar to other app, Stir It Up, which was developed and really useful but limited in use 
before starts to charge. 

TM Apparently had a cost attached. 
HM Involving something like Google Streetview would be helpful for navigating campus. 
GT Sabbatical officers will receive content and seek out feedback. Right now, I am gathering 

ideas such as bus times, use of student card, knowing how busy the library is, maps of 
University buildings. 

CS Links to Students Union website and academic timetable. 
NL So many people in clubs don’t know or haven’t heard about things. Links to website for 

news would be helpful, as would Outlook calendar. 
GT Lot of misconceptions between what University and Students Union does. 
TM Include how busy the gym will be as well. 
GT Yes, these developments of an app and new gym membership system should connect 

well. 
RJ Weekly updates on campus redevelopment such as Atrium and Sports Centre. 
 
NL Is there a way we can see how many points have been achieved by the entire University 

using the BUCS Play app? 
GT Not yet. Potential is there, but teething issues remain. Feedback has been put to BUCS 

who have begun acknowledging and apologising for this. 
RJ Difficulty in seeing results and fixtures if not a member of that sport community. 
 

 
10 DATE OF NEXT MEETING 

 
 TBC 


