Proposer: Jamie Grant
Seconder: Astrid Smallenbroek
Date: 20/03/2019
Policy Review Part 2

GM Notes:
In accordance with our ‘Lapsed Policy’ Policy, we must review active policy every three
years.

GM Believes:
The motions in Appendix 1 are either factually out of date, superseded or no longer relevant.

GM Resolves:
These motions will not be renewed going forward.

Appendix 1

Policy Motion
Living Rent Campaign
25/2/14
GM notes:
1) The formation of the Living Rent Campaign (http://www.livingrent.org/) calling on
the Scottish Government to:
a. Bring Rents Under Control In other countries, there are laws that limit how
much landlords can charge, we want that introduced here in Scotland.
b. Protect Tenants From Eviction Right now, your landlord doesn’t need a
reason to evict you. We want to see the abolition of the so-called no-fault
grounds for repossession, and for tenants to have the right to appeal all
evictions.
c. Provide Flexibility and Security Tenants should know they will have a place
to live next month without having to lock themselves into long-term
contracts.
2) That average rent in Aberdeen, over the last three years, has increased by 28%,
and more than 11% in Edinburgh. Between 2013 and 2014, average rent price in
Stirling has increased by 5%.
3) That many other countries and areas have legislation limiting the amount
landlords are able to charge in rent, but that Scotland has no such policies.
GM believes:
1) That the market in private rented housing has failed.
2) That students are one of the key victims of this current set up, with their
experiences being more intensive due to scape-goating and a perception that
they are a group that can be taken advantage of.
3) That housing is not a luxury or an optional extra and that the Scottish
Government must regulate rent and ensure security and flexibility for tenants.
GM resolves:
1) To affiliate to the Living Rent Campaign and to support their objectives.
2) To encourage students to sign-up and to support and co-ordinate direct action in
support of the campaign.
Proposer: Amy McDermott
Seconder: Lauren Marriott

ACTION ON NUCLEAR DISARMAMENT
General Meeting Notes:
 The motion passed by General Meeting on the 12th November 2013 by 47 votes to
14 with 6 abstentions entitled "Trident and Nuclear Disarmament";
 That the aforementioned motion commits the Student Union to "practically support, as
far as is reasonably possible, CND's campaign against nuclear weapons";
 The annual report published by IKV Pax Christi, entitled Don't Bank on the Bomb
(2013 edition ISBN 978-90-70443-26-9), which lists producers of Weapons of Mass
Destruction and the financial institutions that invest in them, and divides these into 3
categories (Hall of Fame, Runners Up and Hall of Shame), and
 That the Student Union holds investments in and has relationships with businesses
that produce or fund nuclear weapons, as does the university, and accordingly
indirectly funds nuclear weapon production in ways that it is not legally obligated to
do, for example by paying taxes.
General Meeting Believes:
 That it is inconsistent for the Student Union to be funding weapons which it opposes
and campaigns against;
 That the Student Union should divest from the companies listed as producers and
those financial institutions listed in the Hall of Shame of the aforementioned report,
and hold no investments with them;
 That the Student Union should not enter into any contracts with or provide facilities or
services to, other than may be required by law, any company that is listed as a
producer of nuclear weapons or financial institution that is listed in the Hall of Shame
of the aforementioned report, and
 That divestment increases the stigmatisation of nuclear weapons and also reduces
the amount of capital available to assist in their production.
General Meeting Resolves:
 To reaffirm its commitment to the policy 'Trident and Nuclear Disarmament', thereby
renewing that policy and recommencing its 4 year 'shelf life';
 That the Student Union will divest at the earliest possible opportunity and will have
completed divestment at a date no later than 12 months after the passing of this
motion by General Meeting (20th October 2015) from all companies and institutions
named in the Hall of Shame or as Nuclear Weapon Producers in the Report Don't
Bank on the Bomb, hereafter referred to as 'the categories', and shall furthermore
specify the reason for divestment to the institution or company divested from;
 That the Student Union shall refuse to enter into any contract or renew any existing
contract with an institution or company in the categories;
 That the Student Union shall bring full pressure to bear to force the university to do
likewise, especially with regard to commercial concessions;
 To provide no facility to any company or institution in the categories, including
advertising or stalls, and
 To always source and use the most recent version of the Don't Bank on the Bomb
report, in order to not disadvantage those institutions that have improved their stance.
Note: A copy of the 2013 report, the most recent at the time of writing, is attached to this
motion as an appendix*
*http://www.dontbankonthebomb.com/wp-content/uploads/2013/10/DBOTB2013-FINAL.pdf
Proposed by CND

Proposer: Amy McDermott
Seconder: Lauren McKay
Date: 19th January 2015

GM Notes:




The establishment of SUSPS (Scottish Universities Supporting Palestinian Students)
by UCAS, NUS, STUC and other campus Unions.
That the Scottish Government has supported the SUSPS initiative with a £10,000
grant.
That, as a direct result of SUSPS, a student from Gaza will is undertaking a Master’s
degree at Queen Margaret University from January, supported by a University fee
waiver and a SUSPS bursary.

GM Believes:



That such an initiative would contribute to the personal and professional development
of the individual students accessing the scheme.
That the scheme will also have an impact on the lives of many more Palestinians
when the student returns home.

GM Resolves:



To lobby the Principal to waive fees for taught postgraduate courses for Palestinian
students.
To work alongside UCU in holding fundraising events to help support Palestinian
students whilst studying in Scotland.

Proposed by Dominic Burns – Red Cross Society President
Seconded by Lauren Marriott – VP Communities
Date: 11/02/15

Charitable Societies
General Meeting notes:
• Charitable Clubs and Societies are an important part of Stirling Students’ Union
• Charitable Clubs and Societies are required to charge a membership fee
• All Clubs and Societies are eligible to apply to the Club Grant
General Meeting believes:
• Charitable Clubs and Societies are made up of highly passionate and committed
individuals
• The work the individuals do is purely voluntary
• Charitable Clubs and Societies often work in partnership with their local and/or national
counterparts
• Charitable Clubs and Societies acquire all necessary materials from local and/or national
counterparts
General Meeting resolves:
• Charitable Clubs and Societies have no need to charge a membership fee and shall no
longer be required to do so
• Charitable Clubs and Societies may apply to the Club Grant for any further materials
they need as long as they are within the aims and objectives of the Society.

