
Proposed Amendment to Union Officer Neutrality Motion 
 
General Meeting, 
 
Noting the strong opposition to the motion as it stands from students and the arguments 
from the Campaign for Nuclear Disarmament, the Gender Equality Movement, the Fair Rent 
Campaign and the Union’s Equalities Officers; 
 
Believing that to pass this motion as it stands would neuter the Union’s ability to campaign 
on key issues including sexual violence, homophobia, transphobia, climate change, war, 
racism, housing conditions and any other campaigns that the student body or their 
representatives vote to back, and that the work that the Union does through the Equalities 
Zone and Green & Blue Space could be at risk; 
 
Further noting the key role that civil disobedience has played in these campaigns, without 
which many historical iterations could not have succeeded; 
 
Resolves that the motion be amended as follows: 
 

1. GM notes, paragraph 2, bullet point 2, subsection 1, remove the ellipsis and insert 
the text afterwards as a separate subsection in order to accurately quote the 
policy. 

2. GM believes, delete paragraphs 2 & 3 and replace with text as follows: 
a. That the Union should continue to uphold policy passed by members 

and their elected representatives, 
b. That the Union should be proud of its long history of backing 

campaigns against apartheid, for equality, against war and for free 
education, and 

c. That the Union President’s statement as referred to above is within the 
spirit and letter of GM’s instructions, and that the President’s quick 
action is to be commended. 

3. GM Resolves, delete all sections and replace with text as follows: 
a. That the Union shall continue to campaign as its members 

democratically and representatively instruct it to do so, as defined in the 
organisation’s constitution, and 

b. That the Union shall seek to provide legal observers at demonstrations 
where required and feasible, and that direct action training and know 
your rights training will continue to be made available to students in 
order to promote safe demonstrations, and that this be extended. 

 
For clarity, the motion as amended shall read as follows: 
  
 
 
 
 



 
 
GM Notes: 

1. Official Statement released by Dave Keenan, Union President, on Facebook 
concerning the CND protest. 

a.  “Stirling Student’s Union wholeheartedly supports the society and the 
students involved in this action” 

b. “We continue to support CND in their ongoing efforts to rid Scotland and the 
United Kingdom of the Trident nuclear missile deterrent.” 

c. “Therefore, we call on Police Scotland to drop the charges against those 
involved in yesterdays actions.” 

2. Official Union Policy 
a. “Peace and Disarmament 1980” 
b. “Trident and Nuclear Disarmament 2013” 

i. “To support the new Student CND group at the university”  
ii. “The union should work with CND and the MoD press office to provide 

unbiased information on nuclear weapons to students” 
 
GM Believes:  

1. We seek to uphold the right to demonstration and protest of all political groups. 
2. That the Union should continue to uphold policy passed by members and their 

elected representatives, 
3. That the Union should be proud of its long history of backing campaigns against 

apartheid, for equality, against war and for free education, and 
4. That the Union President’s statement as referred to above is within the spirit and 

letter of GM’s instructions, and that the President’s quick action is to be commended. 
 
GM Resolves: 

1. That the Union shall continue to campaign as its members democratically and 
representatively instruct it to do so, as defined in the organisation’s constitution, and 

2. That the Union shall seek to provide legal observers at demonstrations where 
required and feasible, and that direct action training and know your rights training will 
continue to be made available to students in order to promote safe demonstrations, 
and that this be extended. 

 
 
 


